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Date 18–20.11.2015 

Venue EMCDDA (meeting room 107) 

Present See participants’ list (Annex 1) 

Risk assessment of 1-phenyl-2-(1-pyrrolidinyl)-1-pe ntanone ( α-PVP) (18 Nov.) 

The extended Scientific Committee, with the participation of additional experts from the Member States, 
the European Medicines Agency, Europol and the European Commission, carried out the formal risk 
assessment of one new psychoactive substance, 1-phenyl-2-(1-pyrrolidinyl)-1-pentanone (α-PVP). The 
presentations and risk assessment report are provided separately (1). 

I. Welcome by the Chair 

Gerhard Bühringer welcomed the Scientific Committee and other participants. Anne Line Bretteville-
Jensen, Henk Garretsen, Matthew Hickman, Dirk Korf and Brice De Ruyver were excused. The chair 
requested that a few practical clarifications on how to fill in the templates concerning the EMCDDA policy 
on the prevention and management of conflicts of interest could be given under AOB. The agenda was 
adopted unanimously (2). 

II. Address by the Director 

Wolfgang Götz welcomed the Scientific Committee members and thanked them for their important 
contributions to the EMCDDA’s work during his mandate. He mentioned that this would be the last time he 
would address the Scientific Committee in plenary as he will leave office on 31 December. The Director 
briefed the Scientific Committee on the background of the new EMCDDA Director-elect, Alexis Goosdeel, 
who will take office on 1 January 2016 and who will present his vision for the EMCDDA during this 
meeting of the Scientific Committee. He further introduced other key points to be discussed at the 
meeting, and emphasised the importance of the Scientific Committee’s input on: 1) the EMCDDA’s multi-
annual programming; 2) the EMCDDA’s scientific paper award; 3) the EU action plan on drugs (EUAP) 
(actions 46 and 47); 4) The ‘EMCDDA 20 years of monitoring’ and ‘Lisbon Addictions’ conferences, and; 
5) the current risk assessment procedures. Finally, the Director thanked all the Scientific Committee 
members for their availability to extend their mandate for an additional term and informed them that the 
Executive Committee agreed to recommend that the Management Board extends the mandate of the 
current Scientific Committee and reserve list for the period 2017–19. 

                                                      
(1) For further information, please consult emcdda.europa.eu/activities/action-on-new-drugs 

(2) All meeting documents and presentations referred to in these minutes are available on the Scientific Committee extranet. 
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III. Address by the chair of the EMCDDA Management Board 

João Goulão, who also addressed the Scientific Committee in plenary for the last time during his mandate 
ending 31 December, thanked the Scientific Committee members for their important contributions to the 
EMCDDA’s work. He particularly thanked the Committee and the EMCDDA staff for the successful 
cooperation with SICAD on the organisation of the Lisbon Addictions 2015 conference, which opened 
addiction discussions to new scientific areas and put citizens in the spotlight. 

On behalf of the Scientific Committee, Gerhard Bühringer thanked both João Goulão and Wolfgang Götz 
for the major developments that took place at the EMCDDA under their guidance, for their work on the 
agency’s resources, for their contributions in integrating the views of the EU Member States, and for their 
active support to the Lisbon Addictions conference. 

IV. Multi-annual programming 

Narcisa Murgea explained the concept of the new multi-annual programming, in accordance with article 
32 of the EMCDDA Financial Regulation, which enters into force on 1 January 2016. The EMCDDA, as 
well as the other EU decentralised agencies, will have to draft and implement a single multi-annual 
programming document (SPD), which incorporates the information contained in four different 
programming documents: the multiannual work programme, the relevant annual work programme, the 
applicable multi-annual staff policy plan and the financial statement. A new SPD will be issued every year 
to add, on a rolling basis, to the agency’s planning for three consecutive years. The members of the 
Scientific Committee were informed, and discussed, on the practical changes in the procedure of drafting 
and adopting their formal opinion on the EMCDDA work programmes. 

V. Scientific paper award: rules of procedure for t he 2016 edition (for decision) 

Maria Moreira gave feedback on the 2015 edition of the EMCDDA scientific paper award and thanked the 
Scientific Committee for their contribution to the whole process and, in particular, to the very effective 
review stage. The Committee then discussed each step of the procedure for the 2016 edition and 
suggested improvements, where needed. It was also agreed that the 2016 edition’s award ceremony 
should be organised in the margins of the 2016 Scientific Committee’s autumn meeting. The rules of 
procedure will be updated accordingly and submitted to the EMCDDA’s Director for approval. 

VI. Presentation of the vision for the EMCDDA by th e Director-elect (restricted 
session) 

The Director-elect, Alexis Goosdeel, addressed the Scientific Committee, and presented his vision for the 
EMCDDA. A debate followed where the members of the Scientific Committee and the Director-elect 
exchanged views on the topic. 

VII. Short follow-up points 

VII.1. Formal opinion on the 2016–18 strategy and work programme 

Maria Moreira reminded the Scientific Committee that the Scientific Committee’s opinion on the 2016–18 
strategy and work programme and 2016 work programme was discussed during the spring meeting and 
then adopted by silent written procedure in October. The document was already made available to the 
Management Board and will be presented by Gerhard Bühringer at their 52nd meeting on 3–4 December. 
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VII.2. Input on research priorities (action 46 of the EUAP) 

Paul Dargan, who presented the document ‘Contribution from the EMCDDA’s Scientific Committee on 
drug-related research priorities’ at the HDG’s Annual Dialogue on Research (3 November in Brussels), 
gave feedback on the meeting and considered that there is increased potential for dialogue with the 
European Commission and the Member States. Danillo Ballotta agreed and added that the EMCDDA 
continues to negotiate with the European Commission on a coordination mechanism to better support the 
process. Maria Moreira informed the meeting that the document had been made available, upon request, 
to the UNODC’s Informal International Scientific Network. 

 

VII.3. Note on the evaluation of policies (action 47 of the EUAP) 

An updated version of the ‘Note on guidelines and tools for the evaluation of national drug policy’ was 
circulated. EMCDDA staff members have also been asked to provide comments and suggestions. 
Gerhard Bühringer will work further on the document at the beginning of 2016 and submit a final version 
to Brice de Ruyver and then to the rest of the Scientific Committee and the EMCDDA. The finalised 
document will be sent to the Commission, as the Scientific Committee’s contribution to action 47 of the 
EUAP on Drugs. 

 

VII.4. Extension of the mandate of the Scientific Committee for 2017–19 

As already mentioned by Wolfgang Götz at the beginning of the meeting, the Executive Committee 
agreed to recommend that the Management Board extends the mandate of the current Scientific 
Committee and reserve list for the period 2017–19. Gerhard Bühringer will attend the Management Board 
meeting in December, and will inform the Scientific Committee on the final decision of the Management 
Board. 

 

VIII. EMCDDA 20 years of monitoring and Lisbon Addi ctions conferences 

Paul Griffiths presented feedback on the EMCDDA’s ‘20 years of monitoring’ conference, which took 
place on 21–22 September. The event brought together more than 180 participants and it was an 
opportunity for a critical evaluation of achievements and a discussion about future monitoring needs. The 
Scientific Committee congratulated the EMCDDA on the event and supported the organisation of a similar 
event in the future. 

Paul Griffiths then briefed the Scientific Committee members on the Lisbon Addictions 2015 conference 
and thanked them for their strong commitment to it, particularly as members of the conference’s scientific 
committee. The conference content and organisation was very highly rated by the participants. The 
Scientific Committee congratulated all the organisers, and in particular the EMCDDA, on the success of 
the conference and made several suggestions on how to improve future editions, including 
recommendations on how to give more visibility to posters, promote a wider participation of some 
underrepresented fields (prevention, criminology, sociology) and encourage satellite meetings and 
sponsored events. 

IX. Current risk assessment procedures 

The Scientific Committee members congratulated the EMCDDA on the quality of the work produced for 
the risk assessment meeting, including the technical report and presentations. The Scientific Committee 
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then discussed how the process could be strengthened in order to support future risk assessment 
meetings, and, in particular, to facilitate the discussions of the Scientific Committee. It was suggested that 
at the next risk assessment exercise, a sub-committee supported by EMCDDA staff and external experts 
identified by the EMCDDA, would meet the day before the risk assessment meeting to discuss the 
chemical, pharmacological, toxicological, and serious adverse event data. The sub-committee would then 
produce a summary of that information in order to facilitate the discussions by the extended Scientific 
Committee during the risk assessment meeting. It was suggested that the sub-committee would be led 
by Paul Dargan with Rainer Spanagel, Fernando Rodriguez de Fonseca, and Gerhard Bühringer. 

X. AOB 

EMCDDA policy on the prevention and management of conflicts of interest  

Maria Moreira clarified a few practical doubts concerning the filling in of the template provided by the 
EMCDDA. In particular, the declaration of conflict of interest concerns only the areas covered by the 
EMCDDA’s mandate (illicit drugs and polydrug use, including any pharmaceuticals related to treatment of 
addiction to illicit drugs, such as substitution treatment), Scientific Committee members should submit 
their short CVs in the template provided by the EMCDDA, original documents need to be provided and all 
documents provided by the Scientific Committee members will be uploaded on the EMCDDA’s public 
website. 

The Committee confirmed the dates of (10) 11–12 May 2016 for their 44th meeting, and decided on the 
dates (9) 10–11 Nov 2016 for their 45th meeting. The Scientific Committee’s formal opinion on the 
EMCDDA’s SPD 2017–19 will therefore be adopted by silent written procedure before the 45th meeting. 
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